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Hello!
Number?

CHAN

GES

IN THE “SYSTEM” -

Out in the Bishop Museom are two
telephones marked as the first put in
finished in
birdseye maple and bear the monogram
of :

once

use here. They are well
Kalakaua on the wooden box that
held the But history

antedates these a little while for, it

batteries,
is
gaid, and on very good suthority, that
Thomas (.

Thrum has the distinétion

of dwning the first ?l,‘]i’l:hi){.\'*- ever used |
in the Hawalian Islamwds, when he had
one in his store on Fort street and the:

other in the printing shop which he
owned. Then came tne one owned by
Kalakana which operated from the
palace to the King’s boathouse.

These were followed by one construet- |

the be-

the

ed by Iante Samuel G. Wilder
tween Honplulu  Hale semaphore
and the Diamond Head sigunal statjon,
Senator Dickey, whose brother
guperintendent of a company at Omaha,
was also interesied in a line, probal Iy

Wiks

one between his honse and somewhere
else. The Kalakaua short line was the
outcome of a visit by the Prineess Like-
Jike to the const. In her entourage was
the late James Dowsett, not Kimo Pe-
lekane, but his son, who died in the
$u's. At the time of the royal visit
there wasz an exhibition of telephones,

a =ight taken in ]l_\ every one who went
tl That was in 1877

to the

It was not until 1880 that a company

ity ar D

waus thought of For Honolulun, A com-
pany that would pwnt in operation a
public = rvice plone, . O. Berger, a

gon-in-law of Herman Widemann, while
on investigated the matter
thoroughly and made some sort of an
arrangement with the peopl
American Bell
a bitter fight hetween

Bell and Edison

the Chast
e “‘];I! cen-
the telephones,
There had
Alexander

neen

Graham

over the patents aml Edison lost. Bell
hud the business for himself and the
American Bell Telephone Company was
i l. On the Coast it was diffi-

1 anvone of mesns to go into

I beenpse evervihing elec-

| rned the fingers, One man

n San | <o, rich bevond the

S

tee, had something like

miaciines

ptv, and, as the eommun-

Tequiring

lonked npon as reads
ompany that was heing
There was noth-

I iere.
however.
thern Paclie

.-‘l“_' - -y [ [oel=slts dbn R
= . {3

ompany

was

st finishing the installation of a tele-
oranh svstem about that time and John
RSty wa harge of the work. The
i ters i California Telephone
L mpany Py their rsnasive elo-
F ' 11 ) nhione
1 ife T"'
s it hi il
w? >
i1y He
b
It oo Ir S0on nae
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SV = Mr. Berger f
iR ans ne a
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1, But
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sufficiently interested in learning what
was going on outside of them and their
families were as much eoncerned here
in what was taking place at the plan-
tations that sufficient inducement
was made for the company to act.
First Steamer Signals,
“‘Before the completion of the tele-
jprhone ling there was nmo way of learn.
ing when a steamer was coming slong.
Afterwards direelly one was sighted at

B0

Waimanalo the faet was made known
to “*Central ™" and by him, we had men
in those iluvs, to the }-ul-l e, The

| whistle would blow three times for a

| steamer

ofi

who

Waimanalo that even
were not subseribers  had
knowledge of her expected arrival. The
original operator in the Honecluln office
wWas 4 man i;- the name of Briggs, who
is now n San Jose, He came down at

60

2N
Those

my request and he had very little to
do in the offive. I had two beds in
the office which was in Honolulu Hale,

andl 1’:!'::_;- i.l““.'.liil'l one and I the other,

During the day when the ecalls were
few he vsed to walk around the water-
front Jooking at the immigranis from
Europe and Asia who happened to be
comi in at the time. One night he

expressed himself as feeling pnder the
waather and for some reason I allowad

him to sles

v in.my bed and T took his.

The next day he was quite ill and 1
told him it would not do for him to

in there as T was out too muehl
to give him the attention 1T helievesd

he needed. 1 had him removed to th
Queens Hospital and a few hours later.
while I was on the other side of
istand with some line men, Briggs was

°
the

to the quarantine station on

the island It had heen discovered
that he hnd confracted smallpox, pre-
sumably  from . eontact with immi-
grants. When it was learned that |

n his bed Daoet
. plivsician,
rings
fire

had slept
eXami
my  bel

etroviedd

or MeKibbin,
remarked  that

have to be de

wonld
and ev v'.‘\‘?‘!!.n;: went:

r and trinkets alone

collection of apparel.

Al marveled at mv es.

cape and 1 it down to robust health

ind @ strong constitution. T never suffer-

ed anv 1 effects except the loss of

my elothing.

Kicks Began Early.

“The telephone svstem Honolul

1 i 9_‘.“5}' davs was different from

hat i '.--1!.‘{}'_ Buat in proportion to

number of _T\}Hrti.-- 1IN [sa wo ;I.;.j.:b

I e almost as many kieks as ‘“("en-
tral s today, The svstem then
: 168 requiring a double line.
» if von were on 34 and
tal vith the man whs
13 1l I or
cidde } he nur
"y shed )W
Wh T ng 1
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If there was & whistle 1t anv] ‘Thare was internal dissension
hour, night ‘or day, **Uen I ou'd | phied he, ““and r. Widema
bligingly tell any subseriber the name | dissatisfied. With t
| of the steamer apj hing. [ !f:-\"-"i'.' Irom the pub
subsceriber wishad to be eslled | was a fear that 1
hour, Central wounld do it. | the Bell stock held 3
ute after the whistle ba turned over to the
foreign steamer approaching port jate James Camphell co
Iv everv receiver was removed one in London to
the Hooks and Central asked 1 practitall; prevented
the vessel. This got to be suct from getting control. The men who
nitisance that the eompany gave notice | were will a0 into the new ecom-
on 4 certain date that after that me | pany were 1 of business  interects
within three minntes from the sound of | here and men of means. They drew
the whistle all subseribers might take | William G, Irwis into it and & fran
down their receivers and for five min- | ehise was asked for and granted |

jovment

¢+ did
{ learned

utes afterward the operator wounld
anponnce the name of the steamer, no
eonnections being made during that
time. Nor would information be
furnished after the time specified had
5::]::-i'li.

this

Shopping by Phone.

Those were ‘‘good old days'® for
the publiec and a without a

telephome was as barren as one without

house

a baby, It may not be exaggerating
to say that ladies had dresses fitted

by telephone and the idea of going to
muarket to lm_\-‘ Wits preposterous, 1
am informed by an ex-operator that
it was a frequent oecurrence for people
to have him order the marketing from
the butcher and groceries frome=the
grocer. Cuan anyone imagine the reply
he yould get from an operator of to-
day if he sent in such a request?
Amateur Central.

“We had a great deal of annoyanece
from the practical jokers garound
town, * remarked Mr, Cassidv, We had,
sometimes, #s mauy as seventy-five
numbers on a single calling line and
if anytiing went wrong with that line,
in the offica, all of the telephones on
it were out of eommission and wounld
remain so until the office was neotified
and a lineman out to find the
trouble. If onme of these jokers hap-
pened to take down the receiver and
learn that the calling line was out of
whaek it was his turn to make more
trouble for the operators. Oné young
man, now in business on Merehant
Street, and who is known for his en
of practical joking, was a
n one oecasion., Of course, 1
know this at the time but 1
afterwards that for fifteen
in one day he acted as Cen-
tral in the office where he was emplov-
ed, intereepting messages intended for
Central. It went something like this;
After repeated ealling one party would

sent

culprit o
not

minutes

call for a nomber, let us say 123, The
young fel'low would take it all right

but the ealler, not receiving a reply,
would ask again and the joker would
Vvery ('d!’t-ftlll_\' repeat numbér entire-

iy different and when he had the man
worked np te the proper state of wrath
he would coolly ask him his number.
0 ecourse this does not seem as funny

when I tell it as it did to the two or!
thres voung men who were in the office |
when it eeenrred. Tt was said that the |
reason for the instrument in that office !
burning out at the time was the|
amonnt of swearing thar went over Hn‘!
line during those fifteen minutes.”’ [
Some Drawbacks.

Another thing to illustrate the ac-
commodating disposition of the opera-
tors, If a lady or gentleman intend-
ing to spend the evening elsewhere than
in their own home would notify (en-
tral the faet was communicated to any-
ne ringing ap and the person inquir-

g was told where he or she could be
found, This was a grea! :h-s---m:-n--ul:ﬁ':nl‘.I
to physicians and others, but it ocea- |
"':"!-HH_'V worked to their 1!5-2u]\:||'7i',;-.'.:
For instance: Smith or Jones would
leave home, ostensibly for his place of
business, but really to visit a friend
for a quiet evening. His wife, of
course, was in ignorance of this. Ar-
riving at the friend’'s house he possibly
called up anofher friend and his voice
wans recognized by the operator. Later
the wite would ring up her busband's
place of business expecting he was
there and the operator would tell her
to ring up the number of the friend’s
honse where he was to be found.
The operator would recoguize a wvoice
instantly,

Kickers, of Course.

For several yeurs there was "II]\' oneg |
operator and the serviee was all that!
the average man could wish for Of |
coitrse there were Kiekers, Just as lr':-‘!
i1 A business 1 was talk-|
Bl modern tel I ther dav
tust after he | v little --_\‘ln-ri-
ence. His story was to e effect that |
is wife had asked hi » attend to
some business on his arrival in town |
and to notify ber by phone of the re- |
sult, On rveaching his office he called!
central and asked for his House num- |
ber. Central replied that the line was
busy and on ealling ¢ told
the telephone had been He
asked bher when and the ; id about
twi months previously, 1 this
must be mist = 1 his
] 5 =1 anid ma fferen:

strun t d | T SOT
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against the oppusition of those in the
Bell company. On August 22, 1883, the
new company was organized with Her-
man Widemann as president, Henry
Waterhonse, viep president; A. Jaeger,
seeretary and tressurer, and 8. M. Da-
manm, auditor, In addition there were, b
sides Mr. Widemann, A. J. Cartwright |
and John Paty in the board of direc
tors.”’

Stockholders Did It.

““To those who were not
looked like the usual form of doing
things in Honolulia., Onee a man show-
ed that,there wus money in an enter-

informed it

prise there was alwavs some ane to go
imto the same line., The faet that the
ariginal promoters of the Bell com-
pany were promoters of the Mutnal
put another light on the affair. This
seemied to be done for the reason thar
the stockholders were dissatisfied, Tn
1884 William G. Irwin wrote to the
Spreckels in San Franeisco stating the
case. He wanted someone familiar with
telephone  construction come here
and install a plant. ;

Pratt Came Suddenly.

‘€At that time James W, Pratt was
with a telephone company in San
Franciseo and the place was offered
him. He had only a few dayvs in which
to consider the offer and he decided to
accept it and he left there on February
I5th. Comstronetion of the new line was
begun in May of that vear,™

On the subject Mr, Pratt savs:

““T put up the first telephone line
in the State of California, It was a
short one between the residence of ex-
Governor Blaisdell and the Western
[Tnion office. We used only hand tele-
phones in those dayvs and the equip
ment of that line consisted of two of
those in addition to the wire. The re-
ceiver such as was used a few years
afterward was unheard of at that time
a=z was the Blake transmitter,

’ Clashed Often. .

. ““The new company had the enmity
of the owners of the pioneér company
and there were some amusing incidents
as @ _result. Mr. Cassidy, who I con-
sider the best telephone man that ever
vigited Honolulu, and a man whose
knowledge of electricity in “its com-
mercial workings is surpassed by few
in the States, was the snperintendent
of the Bell. We clashed as often as
the Mutual eompany wanted to extend
its lines in a direction covered.by Cas-
sidv. He fonght as hard for his com-
pany as I fought for mine. When
the time eame for me to run ecables |
along South street I found it neces-

o

| eame down for the Bell folks and got

sary to ecut the wires of the opposition
eompany at the junction of King and |
began to do so. The Bell people got |

N

That is, T was beaten as far as dam-
ages to the Bell went, but in the end
I consider wa had the best of it, That
was about the bhiggest fight we ever

had execept the time we took their
chief operator, Louniz Whiting. That
ereated a hubbub that made a noise

like something doing.

“¢Whiting had been in the serviee
of E. C, Fellows, of the A and P com-
pany in Oakland, from the time he
was graduated from the Oakland High
Scehool and was a good fellow, He

a room somewhere in town and one
morning was found dead in bed. He
had worked a dozen vears here and
given satisfaction, While T was in
the telephone service we had two fires.
Botlh eompanies were burned out of
their pffices and Cassidy and I worked
together to save what property we

tinned as superintendent for a time
and Mr, Cassidy occupied all of his
time with the government el e
lights, n position he had filled for

time, Later he came back into the
telephone business and 1 retired to em-
ter the government serviee.'

Mr., Cagsidy remained with the Mu-
tual eompany for several years, goiag
to the Coast finally with a view to re-
maining there permanently; but the
lure of the Pacific was greater than
he could stand snd he eame back and
entered the service' of the Hawaiian
Blectrie Company, where he mnow s,

Of the early op‘ﬁmtoﬂ still living here
are Doector Binelair, Charlie Herrick,
(harles 8. Crane, manager of the Ha-
wanilan Gazette Company, Henry Crane
eollector for the same eompany, lmi
(harles J. Peterson, who was for a
time distrist magistrate, Edmund Hart,

out an injunetion and the ease went ! could. When the companies consoli- [also s ploneer operator, is a clerk lll
into the courts where 1 wns Deaten. dated January Ist, 1885, 1 was con- | the second eircuit eourt, on Maui.
We are pleased to offer at this season an assortment of toilet articles larger and
better than we have ever had. The quality is not surpassed anywhere.
Handkerchief Extracts
HOUBIGANTS—Ideal, Royal, Rose Ideal, Vio- GUERLAINS—lJicky.
N - parre. Halip.  KERCHOFFS—Dier Kiss.
ROGER & GALLET—Violette de Parme, Helio- i
trope Blanc. Bouguet Amour, Indian Hay, ~ GOSNELL'S CHERRY BLOSSOM. ,
Fleur Amour, Souvenir de la Cour, Per-  cROWN—Crabapple Blossom.
_ venche de Chine.
| HUDNUTS—Parfum du Barry, Yanky Clover JERGENS—Crushed Roses.
Extreme Violet. MUHLEN’'S RHINE VIOLETS.
RICKSECKERS—Gyp. Ping Pong, Attar Trop- PINAUDS—Violette Embaumme.
ical, Violet, Edgewood Violet, Attar Violet.  pava; _ violette Ambre.
PIVERS—La Trefle Incarnat, Azurea, Flo-
ramye. Safranor. WHITLACHS—Flower Perfumes.
Toilet Waters
Violet. White Rose. Floramye, Safranor, Trefle, Maybells, ideal, Lavender, Crushed Roses,
Azurea, Dactylis. Ping Pong, Golf Queen. Violette de Parme.
Sachet Powders
Goif Queen, Violet, Trefle. Djer Kiss, Ping Pong, Du Barry, Carnation Pink; Ideal, Safranor.
Violette de Parme.
Toilet Powders
Colgates, Eastmans. Hudnuts, Rickseckers. Mennens, Houbigants. Riveris, Roger & Gallet.
Williams. Jergens. Kerchoffs.
Toilet Accessories
Hand Mirrors. Hair. Tooth and Nail Brushes. Gi:!?tte Razors, Manicure Sets, Manicure
Scissors. Files and Clippers, Dagget & Ramsdell's Cold Cream.
BENSON, SMITH& CO., Ltd.
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